
Town OfUlster Town Board
Public Hearing – TheFormation oftheEast Kingston Water District
February 19, 2004 at7:00PM

Public Hearing wascalled toorder byChairperson, Supervisor Wadnola at7:00PM

SALUTE TOTHEFLAG

ROLL CALL BYCLERK
TOWN COUNCILMAN ARTIST
TOWN COUNCILMAN VAN KLEECK
TOWN COUNCILMAN BRINK – Absent
TOWN COUNCIL MEMBER WISE - Absent
SUPERVISOR WADNOLA

Supervisor Wadnola dispensed with thereading ofthePublic Notice tosave time. 

Mr. Denis Larios, thetown engineer, gaveabrief summary oftheproject andreviewed the
proposed East Kingston Water District plan.  Heexplained that theEast Kingston hamlet had
three options; (1) tocreate awater plant tofilter water from theHudson River, (2) tobuywater
fromtheUlster Water District and (3) tobuywater from theCityofKingston.  The latteroption
would best meet theneeds ofthearea andthecost considerations involved.  Thecostofthe
proposed water district would be $2,760,300.00withatentative grant covering $1,360,000.00
from theUSDA and $400,000.00from theGovernor’sOffice forSmall Cities.  Leaving the
amount of $1,000,000.00tobefinanced. 

Question fromaudience – What ifIdon’twantwater? Howwill thataffect me? 

Answer fromMr. Larios – Youwillnotbeforced toconnect, norpayaquarterly water bill for
water youdon’treceive. Butyouwillhave topay thewater district tax, sinceyouwill reside in
thedistrict andhave theoption toalways connect. 

Mr. Mark Blauer, theTown Grant Writer, explained that thegrant waswritten because mostof
theproblems encountered inthehamlet were from water problems, consisting ofbadtasting and
smelling water, contamination andwells running dry. Nowater testswere handed inbecause
mostpeople didn’twant topayforawater testwhen they already knew their water wasbad. 
Even though there wastalkaboutasewer system, itwasdecided that thewater was thebest
alternative because oftheaffordability andimprovement tothearea. 

Mr. Larios offered acostcomparison between well maintenance andmunicipal water. He
explained thatwithmunicipal water comes better fireprotection andinsurance discounts.  It
further adds toproperty values andmakes mortgages more obtainable. 

Thefloorwasopened toquestions fromtheaudience- 
Summary ofquestions andanswers: 
Mr. JoeRiccardi  – Howmuchwill thehookupcosts beperlot? 
Mr. Denis Larios  - $150. 00perhouse fortheTown inspection andwater meter installation plus
thecostofaprivate contractor toinstall thepipes fromthetown linetothehouse. 




